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SUB J : MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO NORTH YEMEN 

REF : (A) CAIRO 9963 (NOTAL); (B) JIDDA 6719 (NOTAL) 

(C) SANAA 2272 (NOTAL) 

1. SOME OF MARWAN'S REMARKS ON THE SUBJECT OF MILITARY 
ASSISTANCE TO THE YEMEN STRIKE US AS AT VARIANCE WITH 
THE SITUATION AS WE UNDERSTAND IT. (IT WAS OUR UNDER- 
STANDING THAT YAR HAD DECIDED AGAINST EGYPTIAN ADVISERS 
IN EARLY NOVEMBER.) WE LOOK FORWARD TO EMBASSY SANAA'S 
COMMENTS. AS FOR A SAUDI FINANCED NINETY-MAN EGYPTIAN 
MILITARY MISSION, MARWAN WOULD DO BETTER TO LOOK TO RIYADH 
THAN SANAA FOR THE REASONS THIS PROJECT FELL THROUGH. 
FRANKLY, WE DOUBT IT WAS EVER ON. 

2. THE AMBASSADOR HAS DISCUSSED MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO 
THE YEMEN WITH MIN DEF PRINCE SULTAN QUITE A FEW TIMES 
OVER THE PAST SEVERAL MONTHS AND IT WAS ALSO DISCUSSED 
DURING THE JOINT SECURITY COMMISSION MEETINGS IN 
NOVEMBERM (WITHIN THE SAG PRINCE SULTAN HANDLES YEMEN 
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PERHAPS AS AN IRRATIONAL HANGOVER FROM THE CIVIL WAR 
PERIOD, THE SAUDIS JUST DON'T TRUST THE EGYPTIANS IN 
THE YEMEN. SULTAN HAS SAID THAT HE IS RESINGED TO THE 
PRESENCE OF EGYPTIAN MILITARY ADVISORS THERE TO ASSIST 
THE YEMENIS IN THE HANDLING OF SOVIET EQUIPMENT. BUT HE 
SEES THE EGYPTIAN ADVISORS THINNING OUT AS SOVIET EQUIP- 
MENT IS CONCENTRATED IN A FEW UNITS, AND EVENTUALLY RE- 
PLACED BY WESTERN EQUIPMENT. 

3. FINANCING OF ADVISERS IS ALSO A SENSITIVE SUBJECT WITH 
SULTAN. THROUGH NOT OBJECTING TO THEIR PRESENCE, HE HAS 
THUS FAR REFUSED TO PAY THE SALARIES AND EXPENSES OF 
JORDANIAN ADVISERS SAYING THAT IT WOULD BE MORALLY 
DEMEANING FOR THE SOLDIERS TO BE PAID BY A FOREIGN GOVERN- 
MENT JUST AS IT IS MORALLY DEMEANING FOR SAUD ARABIA TO BE 
TREATED AS A MILCH COW. WE THINK THE SAME ATTITUDE WOULD 
APPLY TO EGYPTIANS’ EXPECTATION SAG WOULD FOOT COSTS OF 
THEIR MILITARY TRAINING TEAM. EVEN IF YAR IS WILLING TO 
ACCEPT AN EGYPTIAN ADVISORY EFFORT, SAG, AS SOURCE OF MOST 
FUNDS FOR EXPECTED YAR MILITARY ASSISTANCE, WILL EXPECT TO 
BE IN OVERALL CHARGE OF THE FOREIGN ADVISORY EFFORT. WE 
THINK IT WILL STILL BE SOME TIME BEFORE THE SAG HAS DEVISED 

THE TRAINING AND ADVISORY STRUCTURE INTO WHICH COMPLEMENTARY 
ADVISORY EFFORTS, INCLUDING ANY EGYPTIAN EFFORT, WOULD BE 
OBLIGED TO FIT. 

4. RECEIPT OF USG VIEWS FOLLOWING OCTOBER-NOVEMBER SURVEY 
OF YAR ARMED FORCES SHOULD ALLOW US TO RESUME DIALOG WITH 
SAG ON THIS SUBJECT AND WILL ENCOURAGE SAG TO FOCUS ON WHAT 
STEPS SHOULD BE TAKEN NEXT. 

AKINS 

NOTE BY OC/T: NOT PASSED SECDEF. 
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